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Superintendent’s Parent Advisory Committee 

Highlights: March 15, 2019 

 
Sites Represented (marked by x) 
 

 Arcade  El Sereno  Pasteur 

X Arden  Encina  Pershing 

 Arlington X Gold River  PTA 

 Barrett  Grand Oaks  Ralph Richardson 

 Bella Vista X Green Oaks X Rio Americano 

 Cambridge Hts.  Greer X Rogers 

 Cameron Ranch  Howe  San Juan 

 Carmichael  Thomas Kelly  Schweitzer 

 Carnegie  Kingswood  Sierra Oaks 

X Carriage  La Entrada  Skycrest 

X Casa Roble X Laurel Ruff   Starr King 

 Charles Peck  X La Vista X Sylvan 

 Churchill  LeGette X Thomas Kelly 

 Citrus Heights  Lichen  Trajan 

 Cottage X Mariemont  Twin Lakes 

 Cowan  Mariposa  Whitney 

 Coyle  Marvin Marshall (ECE)  Woodside 

 Del Campo  Mesa Verde  ECE Head Start 

X Del Dayo X Mira Loma  Garfield Preschool 

X Del Paso Manor X Mission  GATE 

X Deterding X Northridge  CAC 

X Dewey  Oakview X FACE 

 Dyer-Kelly  Orangevale X Board Members 

 Edison X Ottomon   

 El Camino  Pasadena   

 

Materials Distributed 

Agenda, LCAP Mid-Year Update, TK-12 History-Social Science Instructional Materials Adoption 

Welcome/Announcements/Introductions 

Superintendent Kent Kern welcomed everyone to the Superintendent’s Parent Advisory Committee 

(SPAC) meeting. He thanked Board President Costa and Board Members Villescaz and McKibbin for 

attending.  

Local Control Accountability Plan Mid-Year Update 

Senior Director of Program Development and Accountability Donna O’Neil, Ed.D., presented a 2018-

2019 LCAP mid-year report that included an overview on student demographics and the progress in 

the various areas of focus such as English language arts and mathematics, graduation, college/career, 

attendance, and climate/suspensions. Dr. O’Neil discussed some of the changes in student 

demographics since last year, highlighting the growing group of students who identify themselves as 

two or more races; the growing group of Asian students, which is likely due in part to the influx of 

immigrant and refugee students entering the district; and the increase in the English language learner 
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population of more than 500 students this year, with Spanish and Dari being the two most predominant 

languages other than English. Dr. O’Neil noted that 45 percent of the LCAP budget has been spent as 

of December 31, 2018, with the remaining balance expected to be spent by year’s end. The district 

will need to make some hard decisions over the next two years, as the district’s needs are greater than 

the allocated state funds. Dr. O’Neil encouraged parents to contact their legislators about providing 

adequate funding to districts. Superintendent Kern noted that the state’s per pupil funding is $11,000 

compared to the national average of $15,000 per pupil. Lastly, Dr. O’Neil reviewed the next steps in 

the LCAP process, which includes continuing stakeholder engagement, student/school supports and 

interventions, and identifying metric changes and proposed plan revisions. The 2019-2020 draft plan 

will be shared with various committees and presented to the Board of Education in May 2019. 

 

Questions: 

Q: How do other states fund social emotional supports? 

A: State education funding varies around the country.  

 

Q: Is retention an option for students not meeting grade level standards? 

A: This is a personalized decision, based on the student’s needs. The district’s goal is to provide the 

necessary resources to help the student improve; student retention is rarely recommended.  

 

Q: Is there a reason for the increase in supplemental funds? 

A: Funds were initially allocated at a lower rate per student, with a planned, gradual increase each 

year; however, the governor sped up the process and allocated funds at the full rate per student this 

year. If the numbers of students increase, more funds will be allocated.     

 

Q: Does the district consider alternatives to suspension? 

A: This has been a districtwide conversation, and various behavior management interventions are 

being implemented throughout the district. The goal is to help students develop behaviors and 

strategies to help them be successful in the classroom (e.g. anger management, decision making, 

social emotional learning, etc.) prior to any disciplinary concerns. 

 

History-Social Studies Framework and Curriculum Adoption Update 
Program Specialist for English Language Arts Nicole Kukral provided information related to the 

history-social studies framework and curriculum. Ms. Kukral explained that California law, along with 

the district’s board policy and administrative regulations are driving the decision to adopt new history-

social science materials. The new material aligns with the Fair, Accurate, Inclusive, and Respectful 

Education Act (FAIR), which took effect on January 1, 2012, requiring California public schools to 

provide fair, accurate, inclusive and respectful representation of our diverse ethnic and cultural 

population in the K-12 grade history and social studies curriculum.  

According to the FAIR Education Act, instruction in history/social science shall include the following 

ethnic and cultural populations in the teaching of California and United States history: 

 Both men and women 

 Native Americans 

 African Americans 

 Mexican Americans 

 Asian Americans 

 Pacific Islanders 

 European Americans 

 Lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender Americans 

 Persons with disabilities 
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Ms. Kukral reviewed the district’s adoption timeline, which included the formation of an adoption 

committee; family information nights; elementary, middle and high school principal meetings; 

community preview nights for families and community members; and presentations to the 

Superintendent’s Parent Advisory Committee and the Indian Education Parent Advisory Group. 

Taking all feedback into consideration (including student and teacher surveys), the adoption 

committee will present its recommendation to the Curriculum, Standards, Instructional and Student 

Services Committee and then to the board on April 9 and April 23, 2019. If adopted, implementation 

of the new material will begin in fall 2019.  

 

Ms. Kukral reviewed some of the frequently asked questions (FAQs) regarding the history-social 

science instructional materials, which are posted on the district website.  

 

Questions:  

Q: When will the information for the high school material be posted online? 

A: Once staff has a recommendation (committee meets on March 25), the information will be posted 

via a live link on the district’s website.   

 

Q: Is the information presented in regards to historical figures who are identified as being lesbian, gay,  

bisexual or transgender based on fact or assumptions? 

A: The information is factual.  

 

Q: Was the material reviewed by scholars during the state adoption process? 

A: Yes. 

 

Q: How was attendance at the family/community information nights? 

A: Attendance was very high. 

 

Q: What happens if the board chooses not to adopt the materials? 

A: We are uncertain. Our current materials are over ten years old and non-compliant with current law. 

The district would likely need to start the process over.  

 

Comment: It seems people are getting confused between the history-social science materials and the 

comprehensive sexual health materials.  

 

Response: Yes – there seems to be some confusion among the two adoptions. The sexual health 

materials were adopted last spring. The FAQs for the comprehensive sexual health curriculum can be 

found on the district website.  

Safety and Security Thoughtexchange Results 

Senior Director of Community Relations Trent Allen reviewed some of the findings from the Safety 

and Security Thoughtexchange conducted in December 2018. Mr. Allen noted that 1,518 people 

participated in the thoughtexchange, which included staff, students, community members, parents and 

guardians. Top thoughts included installing fencing to prevent people from easily wandering onto 

school campuses, securing boundaries around school sites, controlling the drop-off and pick-up of 

students in school parking lots and keeping gate entrances locked during school hours. Staff will 

continue to address safety concerns, including developing a safety knowledge and training model for 

all levels of stakeholders, expanding training opportunities, studying options for improving drop-off 

and pick-up traffic, continuing facilities updates, maximizing the impact of existing staffing and 

searching for additional fiscal supports.  

  

https://www.sanjuan.edu/cms/lib/CA01902727/Centricity/Domain/148/3_15_19%20FAQs%20History-Social%20Science.pdf
https://www.sanjuan.edu/cms/lib/CA01902727/Centricity/Domain/148/FAQs%20Comprehensive%20Sexual%20Health_link.pdf
https://www.sanjuan.edu/cms/lib/CA01902727/Centricity/Domain/148/3_15_19%20ThoughtExchange%20Results%20on%20Safety%20-%20SPAC.pdf
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Questions: 

Q: Is there a way to let students know when a warning is just a drill? 

A: The site should announce when they are conducting a drill.  However, when law enforcement 

instructs a site to go into a precautionary shelter-in-place, the notification is different. The district 

is working on better ways to communicate this information out to students and families. 

Superintendent Kern noted that the district’s first concern is always the safety of the students and 

staff. 

 

Q: Is anyone passionate about changing the local zoning laws? 

A: Staff is not aware of any interest yet. 

 

Q: With cell towers being in the news, is there any discussion about the health safety of cell towers on 

our sites? 

A: The district has had towers on its campuses and facilities for many years and has not had similar 

complaints. However, the Facilities Department is aware and monitors the amount of energy being 

generated. Towers are located on the campuses of Bella Vista, Del Campo, Casa Roble, and San 

Juan High Schools, as well as the former Winterstein campus, the district office and the 

maintenance yard.  

 

Comment: 

When planning for emergencies, please remember the needs of students with disabilities. 

General Q&A 

Q: What is the district seeing/hearing in regards to vaping issues? 

A: Staff is hearing that students don’t see vaping as an issue in the same way they see smoking. The 

district is trying to get more information related to this topic and will be working on ways to educate 

parents. The Safe Schools and Prevention departments are working on developing trainings for 

staff and parents.  

 

Q: When teaching about comprehensive sexual health, why are the students no longer being separated 

by gender? 

A: Having all students in the same class allows everyone to hear the same information and does not 

require a student to select or identify with a specific gender.  

Conclusion 

Superintendent Kern thanked everyone for attending the SPAC meeting. Administrators remained in 

the board room to answer additional questions.  

 

The next SPAC meeting will be held on May 24, 2019.  

 

 

 

 

 


